
TANTALUM-NIOBIUM INTERNATIONAL STUDY CENTER 


PRESIDENT'S LETTER 

Dear Friends, 

Summer in Europe is coming to an end: the leaves start changing 
their colours and we move into a hopefully beautiful Indian 
summer. This is about the time we all should leave the northern 
hemisphere and we have only one place to go - beautiful Rio 
where we can expect a very interesting Forty-eighth General 
Assembly of our association. 

Our hosts Fluminense and CBMM will certainly be ready with 
their part of the preparations for the site visits and the meeting. 
The speakers will have their presentations well prepared and will 
be waiting for our interested audience. 

The Forty-eighth General Assembly will represent a kind of break 
in our association: our well known, well reputed and beloved 
Secretary General, Mrs Judy Wickens, for the first time in 30 
years will not be present. Instead we will see a new face, which, 
maybe, is looking a bit familiar to long-time members. This 
feeling is right, Ms Emma Wickens, our new Secretary General, 
is Judy's daughter. We all wish her a hearty welcome and a 
successful start! 

Also for me there will be a change: not only that my term as 
President comes to an end, but as a consequence of my 
departure from H.C Starck I am also going to leave my position 
as Executive Committee member. I should like to thank every 
one of myoid friends in this organisation for their help and 
support during my duty to the T.I.C, more than 10 years. 
However I surely will continue to follow the business of this 
association and would like to stay in contact to my long lasting 
friends. 

See you all in Rio! 
Axel Hoppe, President 

CONTENTS 

President's Letter 

Forty-eighth General Assembly & technical meeting 

Technical Programme . 

Host Companies .. 4 
Member Company News . 5 

Transport problems? 
A new system for reporting transport denials and delays for 
Class 7 materials is being established by a UN agency. If you 
have experienced difficulties with the transport of minerals and 
raw materials, please contact the T.l.C so that we can inform 
you about the procedure. 

FORTY-EIGHTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY AND 

TECHNICAL MEETING 


The 2007 meeting of the Tantalum-Niobium International Study 
Center will be held in Rio de Janeiro from October 21 st to 24th. 
Following the formal General Assembly on the morning of 
Monday October 22nd there will be a session of technical 
presentations, and a second technical session will be held on the 
morning of Tuesday October 23rd. On Wednesday October 
24th there will be plant tours to Industrial Fluminense and 
CBMM. 

A welcome reception on the evening of Sunday October 21 st 
and a gala dinner jointly hosted with CBMM on the evening of 
Monday October 22nd will complete the programme for 
delegates. Sightseeing tours for accompanying persons will be 
arranged. The conference will be held at the Sheraton Barra 
Hotel. 

TECHNICAL PROGRAMME 

ABSTRACTS 
Monday October 22nd 2007 

Mibra Mine, the Volta Grande Pegmatite, 
Nazareno, Minas Gerais, Brazil: Mining and 
MetalIurgical Performance 
by Dr FR.M. Pires, Associate Professor of Geology, Rio de 
Janeiro Federal University, and Antonio Carlos Girodo, 
Associate Professor of Mining Engineering, Minas Gerais 
Federal University 

The Mibra Mine, including the Volta Grande pegmatite, 
corresponds to one of the most interesting mining projects in the 
world. Conventional surface mining, a hydrogravitic plant, dry 
magnetic and electrostatic separators represent the fundamental 
steps in the recovery of the economically valuable heavy 
minerals, namely tantalum-rich tantalite-columbite, microlite and 
cassiterite. The mineral concentrates are regularly transported to 
an extractive metallurgical plant located in Sao Joao del Rei, at a 
distance of 70 km from the mine, for the purpose of producing 
tantalum and niobium oxides, fluorine-rich salts and aluminium 
alloys. 

Regionally the Volta Grande pegmatite is a portion of the Sao 
Joao del Rei pegmatite province, which encircles at least 250 
pegmatite bodies enclosed within greenstones invaded by 
granite. Several pegmatite bodies, mostly explored in the past, 
surround the Volta Grande pegmatite. The Volta Grande 
pegmatite consists of two levels of tabular, 10-25m thick, zoned, 
sub-horizontal bodies, containing quartz, albite, K feldspar, 
spodumene, zinnwaldite, lepidolite and subordinate amounts of 
apatite with disseminated rare element minerals. Recent 
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